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Hon. Henry H. Huse of Manchester, an officer of the Union 
Army during the war, who has been chairman of the Republican 
State Committee of New Hampshire, and also Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, has been appointed Insurance Commis- 
sioner of that State to succeed the late Mr. Pillsbury. The posi- 
tion is certainly not a particularly lucrative one, and why anyone 
should want it is a puzzle. 


Amonc the little whiffets that occasionally yelp at the heels of 
Tue SPpecTaTOR is The Budget, printed in Toronto. W. Camp- 
bell is announced as editor and W. B. Campbell as business man- 
ager. These are father and son, we believe. The former was an 
agent of ours once in Canada, and did some little business for us ; 
but remittances were drawn out of him with such difficulty that we 
were forced to dispense with his services. There was a small bal- 
ance due us at the time we dropped him, but we suppose it is out- 
lawed by this time. It might be interesting to our Canadian 
friends to read the correspondence that passed between us and this 
W. Campbell, and we may find room to print it after we get 
through with the annual statistics. 


One of the publications issued from THE SPECTATOR establish- 
ment is a twenty-eight page weekly journal called Fire and Water. 
Its object is to give all the news obtainable regarding the means of 
fire protection in the different cities and villages of the country, 
which includes information as to water supply, fire department 
methods, construction news, and, in short, upon every topic that 
is even relatively connected with fire protection. This journal is 
a very prosperous one, has a large circulation and is being con- 
stantly improved. Some of the managers of insurance companies 
have found it of value in the prosecution of their business. The 
manager of a large company, in sending in his renewal subscrip- 
tion, says: “In renewing my subscription to Fire and Water, I 
take pleasure in expressing our thanks for the many valuable bits 
of information relating to our business, which have been obtained 
from it.” 





CLoseE on the heels of the Springfield horror comes the burning 
of the death trap on Madison avenue, New York, in which one 
person is killed and eight injured. It was a five-story apartment 
house, the ground floor occupied by stores. The walls were solid 
enough, but the elevator shaft was of lath and plaster, and not a 
fire escape was there in the whole building. Consequently, when 
a fire started on the third floor, it ran up this convenient elevator 
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shaft, almost instantaneously spread through the upper floors, and 
cut off the escape of the persons dwelling in the upper flat, one of 
whom was suffocated, while the others were forced to jump from 
the windows into nets held by the firemen below, and were injured 
by rebounding to the sidewalk. So rapid was the spread of the 
flames that all of this occurred before a single hook and ladder 
truck could reach the house, and a member of the engine company 
first on the spot, who with a scaling ladder reached the fifth story, 
accidentally dropped his ladder and had to jump with the rest, in- 
juring himself severely. The ordinance of 1887 gave the Superin- 
tendent of the Building Department power to enforce the erection 
of fire escapes on such buildings, but it seems that the newly ap- 
pointed inspector of this district had not yet had time to get around 
to this house in the course of his inspections. This tragedy cer- 
tainly emphasized the need of making haste a little more quickly in 
this matter. Astothe fire conducting, lath and plaster lined, open- 
doored, fire-spreading, death-dealing elevator shaft, the peril is so 
universally recognized that there 1s nothing new to be said. 





UNDERWRITERS Can have scarcely failed to observe the mass of 
valuable statistics that have appeared in THE Spectator since the 
first of the year. Not only have we given abstracts from the annual 
statements of the fire insurance companies, showing their business 
in the aggregate, but we have printed, under the heading of “ In- 
surance by States,” the transactions of the individual companies in 
nearly every State in the Union. Another large table exhibited 
the gain or loss of surplus of all companies, and another the book 
value of stock as revised to date. Similar exhibits of the business 
of the life companies have also appeared in our columns, showing 
their business by States and in the aggregate. In this issue these 
tables are continued. By special arrangements, we have been able 
to get this information in advance of its official publication. It is 
gratifying to know that our labors in obtaining this statistical mat- 
ter is appreciated, and the commendatory letters we receive from 
our subscribers are exceedingly gratifying. One subscriber wrote 
us at the beginning of the year, that he desired to discontinue his 
subscription for the reason that he received from his companies 
copies of other insurance papers. Last week he wrote again, ask- 
ing us to replace his name on our subscription list, and to send him 
all issues since the first of the year, so that he could have them 
bound uniformly with his other volumes of THe Specraror. He 
said that no other insurance journal that he had seen contained 
anywhere near so much valuable matter as THE Specrator, while 
its arrangement of statistical information was unequaled. It is 
always pleasant to know that one’s work is fairly appreciated, 
especially in these days when editors receive so little commen- 
dation. 


THE management of THE Spectator seems to be a great source 
of worry to several of our contemporaries, who, not contegt with 
directing their own publications, seem to be extremely solicitous 
about ours. We regret exceedingly that the policy laid down by 
the proprietors of this paper does not admit of our turning over the 
management of our business to these critics, for we are fully satis- 
fied that they could improve upon it vastly; but unfortunately we 
have views of our own which do not seem to jibe with theirs, 
While we are obliged to them for their solicitude in our be- 
half, we prefer to go our own way, resting content in the 
fact that, however erratic we may seem to be, we are evidently 
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furnishing what the insurance fraternity wants, as is indicated by 
the volume of business we are doing year by year, by our extended 
subscription list, and the large demand for our special publications. 
We have neither quarrels nor controversies with any of our competi- 
tors, and even if we did have, we are certain that our readers would 
take no interest whatever in them. But there are some editors of 
insurance journals to whom the mention of the name of THE 
SpEcTaTOR is like flaunting a red rag in the face of an enraged 
bull, and they never lose an opportunity to assail us. We have 
neither time nor inclination to reply to them, except occasionally 
when one passes the bounds of toleration, and then we are forced 
to retaliate. We always regret the necessity for intruding personal 
matters upon our readers, but there is a limit to forbearance. With 
the better class of insurance journals we have no difficulty, but 
some of the irresponsible ones, seeking free advertising, delight to 
misrepresent and malign us. It seems to amuse them and does us 
no harm beyond exciting momentary irritation, as one is impelled 
to kick at a dog that snarls athim. We are too busy with the gen- 
eral interests of insurance to reply to every squib fired at us, and 
we trust this general response will be accepted by all to whom it 
may apply. THE SpEcTATOR will continue to do its business in its 
own way, regardless of the carping criticisms of less enterprising 
and less successful competitors, content to enjoy the confidence 
and approval of those who have the welfare of the insurance busi- 
ness at heart. 


THERE is a bill before the legislature at Albany that has for its 
ostensible object the exemption of beneficiary and fraternal societies 
from the operations of the insurance laws of the State. One of its 
provisions reads as follows : 

All beneficiary societies, orders or assuciations, whether voluntary or 
incorporated under the laws of this State, or any other State, or Territory 
of the United States, or of the District of Columbia, the members of 
which are proposed, elected and initiated in subordinate lodges or coun- 
cils or other bodies, by whatsoever other name known, according to the 
constitutions, laws, rules, regulations, rites and ceremonies of such so- 
cieties, orders or associations respectively, now existing in this State or 
which may be hereafter instituted or organized in this State, or authorized 
to do business in this State, are hereby declared to be mutual benefit fra- 
ternities, and «xempt from the provisions of the insurance laws of this 
State. 

There is a host of so-called fraternal societies that have been 
organized solely for the purpose of doing a general life insurance 
business on the assessment plan. There are a number of these 
that, from their title, would be supposed to be under the auspices 
and control of the Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights Templars, etc., 
when, as a matter of fact, they have no connection whatever with 
these old secret orders. They do a general business, and merely 
use these titles to recommend them to members of those organiza- 
tions. The Royal Arcanum has its councils all over the country, 
and claims to have written $31,800,000 of insurance last year, and 
to have nearly $235,000,000 in force. Then there are the Chosen 
Friends, the American Legion of Honor, the United Friends of 
the Imperial Council, the Iron Hall, and various other secret or- 
ganizations that claim to be fraternal benefit societies that are in 
reality assessment companies. They are in direct competition with 
the regular life insurance companies, and with those assessment 
companies that are conducted without secret lodges or councils, 
and make public demands for business. We see no reason why 
this class of companies should be exempt from the operations of 
the law. Indeed, the law should strain a point in the interests of 
the public, and see that transactions that should be open and 
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accessible to all are not covered up in the secret meetings of the 
lodges or councils. Life insurance is a subject of too vast import. 
ance to the community in general to hide its light under a bushel, 
Any organization that attempts to do a lile insurance business, 
whether with the general public or with special classes of persons, 
on any plan, should be subjected to all the restrictions and super. 
visions that are imposed upon other companies doing a similar 
business. 





NOTHING has been accomplished as yet towards reorganizing the 
Tariff Association, and the indications do not warrant the hope 
that anything will be done in that direction at an early: day. There 
seems to be a determination on the part of many managers to let 
things diift to the bad until all get such a dose of losses and bad 
business that they will be willing to enter into new arrangements 
and carry them out in good faith. Losses have been coming thick 
and fast enough the present year to satisfy even the most exacting, 
and if purification by fire is likely to induce an observance of 
plighted faith, insurance managers ought to be nearing the time 
when they can have confidence in each other. Here has been the 
trouble with all the associations or combinations that have been 
formed in this city heretofore; while the majority were honestly 
carrying out their agreements, a few guerrillas ignored their pledges 
and were cutting and slashing on all sides, resorting to any prac- 
tices that would steal away the business of their more prosperous 
competitors. This is by no means a new disease among them, but 
on the contrary, it has prevailed under every organization that has 
ever been formed. No combination is likely to be made that does 
not include all the companies doing business in the city ; recently, 
when about ninety per cent of the companies had consented to re- 
join the Tariff Association, several managers refused unless all 
companies were included, saying that they did not see why they 
should consent to be tied hand and foot to afford a small minority a 
better opportunity for plundering them. The idea put forth years 
ago by Mr. Driggs, that the only way to hold these guerrillas to 
their obligations is to touch their pockets, by making every men- 
ber of any association of underwriters put up at least $1000 asa 
forfeit to be sacrificed to the association absolutely in case of a viola- 
tion of rules, is one that might well be given a trial. Too many of 
the managers have heretofore given in their allegiance to such 
organizations under pressure, and while not having any confidence 
in the plan proposed, made certain mental reservations with which 
they salved their consciences when they wanted to break through 
the rules. The late compact was signed in this way, and a number 
of company managers sat up nights devising ways and means for 
evading the rules they had promised to abide by ; looking for some 
hole through which they could creep without exciting suspicion. 
Each one seemed to be trying to find out how elastic the rules 
were when affecting his particular case, how much he could 
contract them when others were interested. It would be folly 
to attempt to form another association under similar conditions, 
and it is better to let things drift without rudder or compass, 
as they are now doing, than to make rules that are a tempta 
tion to the weak-kneed brethren to forswear themselves. The 
managers of those companies that have acted in good faith in every 
organization of which they have been members, say that they 
have paid dearly to learn that there are others among them 
who have no conscience, and take every possible advantage 
regardless of their pledges. Some of these have been harshly 
criticised because they refuse to go into any new arrangement 
that does not include all companies, and that has not the 
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power within itself to enforce its own rules and regulations. Hav- 
ing been systematically robbed in the past, they do not propose to 
invite further depredations upon their business. As to the present 
demoralized condition of things, these managers say that they can 
stand it as long as any of the companies, and are content to wait 
till the situation gets so bad that self-perservation will compel a 
universal movement for reform, With fires pouring in a stream of 
losses seldom, if ever, equaled in any corresponding space of time, 
brokers working their own sweet will upon the companies, and 
rates all in the air, the companies are getting an experience that 
ought speedily to induce some movement for the betterment of 
their business. 





Here's another “ blizzard” coming. A cyclone is gathering in 
the West, and its spiral extremity is pointed towards New York. 
Here is the little speck in the Western horizon, “no bigger than a 
man’s hand,” that threatens to develop into magnificent propor- 
tions and swallow something—whether that something shall be a 
few harmless and innocent individuals, or an innocuous cocktil, 
time alone can demonstrate : 

Notice TO THE SpECTATOR.—The undersigned hereby gives public 
notice to THE SpecTaroR Company of New York, that he demands an 
unqualified retraction of the false and malicious article published in THE 
SpecrATOR of March 8, 1888, referring to him. He is in no mood to 
further conduct a newspaper controversy when his adversary finds it 
necessary to resort to personal abuse. He has both a name and character 
which he will defend at all hazards and at any cost, and he will not per- 
mit his rivals in business and personal enemies to pass upon them to his 
discredit. J. S. BLooMINGsTON, 

CuicaGco, March 10, 1888, Editor The Invesiigator, 


All this ‘sound and fury, signifying nothing,” grows out of a 
harmless little paragraph which appeared in our columns recently, 
as follows : 

The Investigator’s advertising space is, and its ed.torial columns are, fur sale at 


regular rates, to all sound and solvent insurance companies. The I: vestigator is 
in business for that purpose. Others need not apply. 


The above appeared in the editorial columns of The Investigator a few 
weeks since. Supposing there was some blunder connected with it, and 
that it would be promptly explained, we made nocommenton it. Butno 
explanation has appeared in subsequent issues, so it may be understood 
by the public that here is a disreputable paper whose disreputable editor 
offers his editorial columns for sale. Of course no self-respecting insur- 
ance company will desire to be mentioned in that paper in future, lest it 
be brought under suspicion of being no better than the degraded indi- 
vidual who so unblushingly publishes his shame. 


We are ordered to make an “unqualified retraction” of the 
above paragraph. ‘That is not a heavy penalty. We had feared we 
might be stricken from The Investigator’s exchange list, as Insur- 
ance was, and that we should thereby be deprived of the choice 
morsels of scurrility Bloomingston has been hurling at us of late ; 
but no, the exchange is maintained—but we must retract. Well, 
here goes : 

Retraction No. 1.—There was zo blunder in permitting the 
paragraph alluded to to appear in the columns of The Investigator. 
It was a good, square announcement that the editorial columns of 
that paper were for sale, was intentionally made by the editor, and 
stands as the guiding principle of The Investigator. Our insinua- 
tion to the contrary is hereby retracted. 

Retraction No. 2.—Notwithstanding this announcement, squarely 
and definitely made by the editor, the public must understand that 
‘lt 's not a disreputable paper and is nof edited by a disreputable 
editor who offers his editorial columns for sale. His own state- 
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ment to the contrary is not to be believed, and our insinuation that 
it is, or was, or may be, is hereby retracted. 

Retraction No. 3.—Every self-respecting insurance company wi// 
immediately desire to be mentioned in that paper, and the proces- 
sion of insurance managers, forming an extended queue leading 
from the editorial rooms of The Investigator far up the street, each 
manager begging to have his company named in the columns of 
that paper, must not be broken in upon under any consideration. 
The police will see that this order is carried out—carriages will 
take up at the left of the line and discharge over the bridge—no 
flowers. Anything we have insinuated to the contrary is hereby 
retracted. 

Retraction No. 4.—It is of a degraded individual who so un- 
blushingly publishes his shame. On the contrary, he has hereto- 
fore been graded too low, and henceforth must be graded as XXX 
—1888—Jacqueminot, Still Blooming, T. F. G. Which being in- 
terpreted is still unintelligible, unless it indicates that Blooming- 
ston is thirsting for gore. 

There! we have made the unqualified retraction demanded, and 
trust that in so doing we have saved our gray and grizzled scalp- 
lock, that the “blizzard” is averted from the seaboard, that J. S. B. 
is satisfied, and that he will not strike us off his exchange list — 
“take any shape but that.” 





Suc a storm as struck New York on Sunday night of last week 
was a novelty in Metropolitan experience, and one which, it is to be 
hoped, will not repeat itself. Buried under snow drifts from four to 
seven or eight feet in height, streets were for two or three days im- 
passable, and business and travel were generally suspended in the 
city, while all the railroads leading into New York were blockaded, 
and thousands of suburban dwellers in New Jersey, West- 
chester county and on Staten and Long Islands were compelled to 
remain at home and allow their business affairs to run themselves. 
Added to this inconvenience was the almost universal prostration 
of the electric wires, cutting off for a time all communication with 
the North, South and West as well as near-by towns. The ele- 
vated roads in New York city were, fortunately, enabled to run 
with more or less regularity, or the trouble would have been far 
greater, all the street railroads having been obliged to stop. It 
was a genuine Western blizzard, barring the fact that the tempera- 
ture was somewhat less intense, the mercury reaching at the lowest 
about three degrees above zero; still the gale was terrible; num- 
bers of persons fell benumbed in the snow drifts, from which most 
were rescued, more or less frostbitten, by passers-by, but several 
were frozen to death. Down the bay it was simply wicked—one 
great smother of spray and snow from shore to shore. Nine pilot- 
boats dragged ashore or were abandoned in the Horse-shoe and 
Gravesend bay, their crews reaching land with great difficulty in 
their yawls or by scrambling over the ice, while along every lee-shore, 
when the gale abated, sloops and schooners might be seen high 
and dry or half sunk amid the ice blocks lining the beach. That 
more fires did not break out during the prevalence of the storm is 
cause for sincere congratulation, and that they did not is due 
principally to the prompt shutting down of all the electric light 
plants in the city, as well as to the admirable arrangements of Chief 
Shay, who, with commendable forethought, caused 450 extra horses 
to be hired and six placed in the house of each company. Even with 
this help, however, in going to the several fires the men were obliged, 
in many cases, to dig a way for their apparatus through the streets, and 
in some instances some of the engines could not be brought within 
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working distance of the fires. All members of the fire department 
were kept on duty ; policemen were instructed in case of finding 
fire on their posts not only to pull an alarm box, but also to hasten 
to the nearest fire station and give a verbai alarm, to guard against 
any disarrangement of the electric alarm system ; and, as an addi- 
tional precaution against this danger, patrolmen, both on foot and 
horseback, were sent out from the different engine-houses. Alto- 
gether, the arrangements for fire protection, in view of the unpre- 
cedented severity of the storm, were about as thorough as could 
have been asked, and the work done by the men themselves, under 
circumstances of such extreme difficulty, is worthy of the highest 
praise. As an illustration of the troubles under which the depart- 
ment labored, it may be noted that at one fire, the fuel for the en- 
gines giving out, and the supply wagons being unable to reach the 
spot, it was found needful to tear down and burn every obtainable 
advertising bill-board in the neighborhood, Insurance business 
was practically suspended during Monday and Tuesday, so many 
of the underwriters being snowed up at their homes in the suburban 
towns, and it was not until Wednesday that the familiar faces began 
to be again seen in their offices. 











BRIEFS FROM CHICAGO. 





INSURANCE news, as well as insurance trade, has been exceeding scarce 
during the past week. New York’s great snowstorm was fortunate for 
Chicago. It relieved the quiet of all the offices, and at least gave the 
representatives of the New York companies ample opportunity for dis- 
cussing matters pertaining to their companies’ home offices. 


* * * 


THE mails from New York were from four to six days late in conse- 
quence of the snow blockade. Tue Specrator, which is always delivered 
here on Friday morning, was rescued from a mountain of packages com- 
prising seventeen carloads of United States express matter on the follow- 
ing Monday morning. There were numerous inquiries by subscribers, 
but all made due allowances for last week's delay. 


* * * 


Mrs. MATTHEW ScHMIpT of this city, weary of life, the other day satur- 
ated her clothing with kerosene and started to make a bonfire of herself. 
Her husband objected, and put her out by throwing her into a ditch, 
Both were badly burned. 


% * * 


THERE was a very pleasant, as well as interesting, event at Erie on the 
afternoon of the 14th inst., when Mr, Allen was called into the office of 
Mr. Downing, followed by the entire office force. The chief clerk de- 
livered an excellent speech, in which he expressed the feeling of all Mr. 
Allen’s co-workers, which was that the departure of said Allen was a 


* % * 


AMONG the coming events in insurance circles of this city will be the 
new management of the general and local agencies of the companies rep- 
resented by the well known firm of C, H. Case & Co. The change in 
this agency will occur April 1, and is important from the fact that on that 
date E. B. Case and Ernest L. Allen will become members of the new 
firm of C. H. Case & Co. E. B. Case has for the pat fifteen years 
been connected with the firm, and of late years was the ‘‘Co.” He has 
had charge of the local business, and is very well known to the general 
insurance fraternity of this city. Mr. Allen of Erie, Pa., was special 
agent and adjuster, for a number of years with the Royal in this depait- 
ment, and lately filled the important position of assistant general agent of 
the Insurance Company of North America and the Pennsylvania Fire 
with J. F, Downing at Erie, Pa. 
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total loss, while the salvage would be remembrances of the past and beg, 
wishes for the future. At the close of the chief clerk's speech a valuable 
clock was presented to Mr. Allen, bearing the following inscription ona 
silver plate: ‘* Presented by the associates in the office of J. F. Down. 
ing, general agent, Erie, Pa., March 14, 1888.” 


* * *x 


Hgnry Bout of Marietta, Ohio, having resigned his position as gen. 
eral agent of the German Insurance Company of Freeport, IIl., on account 
of ill health, will be succeeded by his former assistant, Thomas H. Smith 
of Dayton, Ohio. 

* x x 


HARRISBURG, III., lost sixteen houses by fire on the night of March 8, 
the los-es amounting to about $75,000. The people fought the flames 
mainly wi.h buckets, 

oa x # 


Geo, E. Scort, well known in life insurance circles, has become special 
agent for the Illinois general agency of the Mutual Life of New York, E, 
H. Carmack, formerly with the Continental Life of Hartford, is cashier 
forthe same company, while everyone knows Ferguson & Winston, the 
general agents. 

* * ca 


J. F. MARSHALL, the adjuster, has secured a new office at No. 200 Li 
Salle street, with A. D. Kennedy. He has also secured excellent photo. 
graphs of the ‘‘ salvage” which he handled at the Dale building—Dear. 
born street fire of January 16. 


* * * 


THE office of E. M. Teall & Co., after May 1, will be at No. 160 Li 
Salle street, in quarters formerly occupied by the Firemens Insurance 
Company of this city, which will remove to 206 La Salle street, to the 
former offices of George W. Montgomery & Co. 


* * * 


Tue “‘ Rookery” building, one of the finest office buildings in this city, 
will be ready for occupancy by May 1, and it is expected that numerous 
insurance firms will find quarters there. 


* * * 


Hopxixs & HAsBrouck, well-known local agents in this city for the 
Greenwich of New York, Allemania of Pittsburgh, and United Firemens 
of Philadelphia, have been commissioned agents for the Liberty Insurance 
Company of New York, with privilege of writing risks for this company 
in Chicago and Cook county. They represent the Liberty in the same 
territory as Ducat, Lyon & Co.,, also agents for this company. 


r * * 


R. S. CRITCHELL has returned home after an extended trip to Florida. 
He is now prepared to make things boom at No. 143 La Salle street. 


* * * 


F. C. WHEELER, general agent at Chicago for the Pacific Mutual Life 
and Accident Insurance Company of San Francisco, has been visiting at 
the home office of his company. The ‘ Pacific” is becoming well and 
favorably known in Mr. Wheeler’s territory. 


* * n 


* WiLi1AmM Woop, United States manager for the United Fire Reinsur- 
ance Company, was among the recent visitors to La Salle street. He 
afterwards visited St. Louis, Memphis and other cities, in company with 
George T. Belding, the superintendent of the United Fire’s Western de- 


partment. 
* x * 


Macit & EAstmAN, local agents here, have been appointed agents for 
the Insurance Company of Dakota. Louis Iott & Son also represent this 
company. 

* % * 


CuIcaco's fire losses for 1887 to insurance companies have been re 
ported, in several insurance journals, as amounting to over $3,000 000, 
and the net premium receipts as $2,180,000. According to the official fire 
record of this city, the loss to insurance companies was $1,798,900 for 
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1887 and $1,492,000 for 1886, During last year there were 400 more fires 
than in 1886. These figures do not include stock yards losses. 


* * * 


- 


Henry S. Winston of Furguson & Winston, general agents for the 
Mutual Life, has returned to this city after a pleasant visit in Florida. 


* * * 


M. O. Brown, general agent of the Westchester, was among the recent 
visitors to Denver, while Frank D. Rogers of the Merchants Western 
department, called on the agents at Indianapolis. 


* * * 


Amonc the visitors to this city last week were George F. Seward, vice- 
president, and John M. Crane, secretary, of the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company of New York, and E. B. Tidd, general agent of the same com- 
pany at Cleveland. They were the guests of Geo. W. Montgomery, the 
company’s Western general agent at this city. There were several secret 
meetings held by these gentlemen, and it was rumored on the street that 
the ‘‘great and only” was not invited to the gathering. 


* * * 


R. M. BucKMAN, general agent of the Western department of the 
Rhode Island Underwriters, during the past week paid a visit to Cleve- 
land, Buffalo and Cincinnati. While he was in the latter city the loss of 
Auer & King was settled in court, the jury awarding the assured $117, 
while the original claim was $187s. Three companies were interested. 

Cuicaco, March 17. D. W. S. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ALBANY. 

No Action yet by the Senate Committee—Few of the Bills Introduced Likely to Pass— 
A Bill in the Interests of the Town Insurance Companies—A Good Year for 
“ Strikes '—Several Measures Likely to be Introduced—Dissatisfaction with the 
Henry Bill Increasing the Powers of Town and Co-operative Companies—The 
Blizzard Delays L-gislation—An Important Bill in the Interests of the Fraternal 
Societies—A Bill to Incorporate the Patent and Copyright Warranty and Trust 
Company. F 


[From OuR OwNn CORRESPONDENT.] 

With eight bills relating to insurance before it, the Senate committee 
still holds back any action. Politics appears to be of more importance 
just now with the Senators. The Assembly committee, with twelve in- 
surance bills in its possession, has met, and agreed to have Mr. Crom- 
well’s bill, relating to large salaries, printed and recommitted to the com- 
mittee, where it will probably stay always. In fact, a good share of the 
insurance bills introduced thus far are ‘‘ strikes” that both committees 
will probably take no action upon. They have been exposed, and THE 
SrecTaTor his done good work in exposing them. 

Assemblyman Youngman has introduced a bill to extend the time for 
the continuance of town insurance companies organized under special 
Statutes. It provides that “ the time for the continuance of any town in- 
Surance company organized under the provisions of special statutes here- 
tofore enacted, and which has, since its organization, continued to do, 
and is now doing business under the provisions of such special statutes, 
is hereby extended twenty-five years from the passage of this act.” 

This being a good year for “strikes,” it is said that several others be- 
side those already introduced are likely to come forward. Among them 
is the bill introduced by Senator Cullen last year, repealing the general 
laws of 1883 and 1853, relative to the incorporation of insurance com- 
Fanies ; also Assemblyman Haggerty’s bill of last year, authorizing the 
'Ncorporation of fidelity companies on the assessment plan. The bill 
from Buffalo, incorporating the Buffalo Title Insurance and Indemnity 
Company, is likely to return. The latter, however, ought not to be in- 
cluded in the list of strikes. 

It is said that there is considerable dissatisfaction with the Henry bill, 
introduced last year and now a law, which amends the acts of 1879 and 
1880, relative to the formation of town and county co-operative compa- 
ales, So as to strike out section 20 of chapter 573 of the laws of 1886 
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(amendatory of the two laws above), and inserting provisions that any 
company already organized as a town company and doing a business of 
insurance upon the principles prescribed by this act in one or more 
towns in any county, may extend its business to the entire county by 
filing in the office of the clerk of such county a duly certified copy of the 
certificate and statement filed in the office of the Secretary of State under 
the provisions of sections 1 and 3 of this act, and also filing in the office 
of the Secretary of State a certificate signed by at least two-thirds of the 
directors of said company, stating the county within which said company 
intends to do business and the name of such company, which shall in- 
clude the name of such county, and upon filing such certificates and cer- 
tified copies as"herein provided, any such company shall possess all the 
business and corporate powers, rights and privileges in the county 
named in such certificate, and be subject to the same liabilities as though 
originally organized under a certificate specifying the same county as the 
territorial limits of such company, and the policies theretofore issued by 
such town company shall be deemed te have been issued by such com- 
pany as reorganized, and shall be valid and enforced in the same manner 
in all respects as though they had been originally issued by such county 
organization ; and the board of directors of such town company in office 
at the time of the reorganization of such company, as herein provided, 
shall be the directors of such company until the second Tuesday of Jan- 
uary next after such reorganization, at which time a new board of 
directors shall be chosen as provided in section 13 of the act hereby 
amended. 

It is said that the dissatisfaction over this law, while it is not wide- 
spread, is yet of sufficient importance to justify the legislature in taking 
some notice of it if an amendment should come in. The amendment is 
likely to be in the way of restricting somewhat the powers of the town 
and county companies so that certain abuses which are charged may not 
occur again, and also so that the insured may feel that they have a more 
certain guaranty of the safety of their investment, so far as it can be called 
such, SPECTATOR, 

ALBANY, March ro, 


The session of the legislature during the past week was practically con- 
fined to Thursday and Friday, on account of the great snow storm. The 
worst delays were between Albany and New York, which accounted for 
the non-appearance of the members from the larger cities until almost the 
last moment. The rule for many years has been that a bill must be in- 
troduced by March 15 in order to have any kind of a show of passing; 
that is to say, any bills introduced later than that date are at a disad- 
vantage. On account of the storm, this limit was extended until Mon- 
day, the roth inst. 

A very important bill was introduced in the Senate by Mr. Russell and 
in the Assembly by Mr. Endries. It came from the congress of fraternal 
associations (embracing the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Royal 
Arcanum, the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, the Empire Order of 
Mutual Aid, the Order of United Friends, etc.), many of whose members 
thought that they should not any longer be classed as co-operative life 
companies. So after a great deal of deliberation the bill which relieves 
them of many of the present requirements was formulated. It is said 
that the insurance department does not offer any objections, but that the 
co-operative companies are very 1 kely to oppose it. 

A bill introduced by Senator McHaughton incorporates Stephen P, 
Nash, Thomas F. Wentworth, George W. Ellis, James Emerson Carpen- 
ter, Joseph Pool, William A. De Long, Robert L. Fowler, William P, 
Dixon, John M. Weed, Clarence L. Westcott, Charles H. Daniels, 
Thomas Allison, William Toothe and Theodore Aub as the Patent and 
Copyright Warranty and Trust Company of New York. The capital 
stock is $1,000,009, which may be increased to not to exceed $5,000,000, 
The corporation is empowered to act as the fiscal or transfer agent of any 
party owning in whole or in part any patent or copyright, foreign or 
domestic, or the production, manufacture, sale or use of any patented or 
copyrighted article; also to guarantee patents and copyrights issued by 
the United States or by any other government, against infringement, and 
the collec:ion of license fees and royalties for the use of such patents or 
copyrights ; also to acquire patents and copyrights. This bill shows one 
of the peculiar tendencies of modern insurance. 

The storm prevented the insurance committee of the Assembly from 
having a meeting during the past week. ‘The insurance committee of the 
Senate will not be called together tor some time if the chairman, Mr. Fas- 
sett, can have his way. He is extremely alive to the situation heretofore 
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described in this correspondence—that of the presence of a large number 
of striking bills which should be let alone very severely. 

Senator Pierce’s bill amends the general life insurance act so as to 
authorize examinations and inspections, and Assemblyman Endries, and 
Senator Laughlin’s bill creates a co-operative mutual society in Buffalo. 
Senator Lewis’ bill holds limited liability companies organized since 
May 1, 1884, to previous debts for non-payment of capital stock. Assem- 
blyman McCann’s bill provides that in tontine and endowment policies 
the beneficiary shall have an accounting on maturity. Assemblyman 
Burns’ bill requires that every advertisement or circular of health or 
casualty companies shall state the capital actually paid in and the kinds 
of business transacted. Assemblyman Endries’ bill prohibits fire com- 
panies from combining to arrange premiums, Assemblyman Hornidge’s 
bill provides that fire policies shall cover for grantee’s benefit forty-eight 
hours after a deed is given. SPECTATOR. 

ALBANY, March 20. 





PHILADELPHIA. 

Millinery versus Planing Mills—Reflections Upon the Eighth Street Fire—The 
More Experience the Less Common Sense—Big Losses on Uninsured Plate Glass— 
The Tariff Association—It Claims to Have Reduced the Fire Losses—The Brokers 
and the Association—A Regular Building Carnival in Progress—The New 
Office Buildings--Prospective Removal Improvements—Agency Changes—The 
Queen Tired of Prudential Fire Business—The Dry-goods Mutual. 


[FRom OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

Who can explain why light, fluffy millinery and fancy dry-goods strewn 
all about the store should be written at seventy-five cents, and compa- 
nies like the Liverpool and London and Globe should come, cap in hand, 
seeking for $10,000 lines ; while that same company would be shocked 
at the thought of writing any amount on an ice-house or planing mill at 
any rate, And yet one puff of smoke or one jet of water will cause great 
damage to the millinery and fancy dry-goods, and they are about as in- 
flammable as gunpowder. This was proven in the great dry-goods fire 
here at Eighth and Arch streets a few weeks ago, when $1,000,000 was 
destroyed in a few hours ; and your recent Broadway big fire was another 
exemplification of the same. It does seem that the more experience 
insurance companies get the less common sense they evince in their 
ratings and in their prohibited lists. 

One of the curious effects of the fire was the large amount of plate glass 
cracked by the intense heat, and hundreds of lights in the neighboring 
stores had to be replaced, upon which there was no insurance, as plate 
glass companies do not insure against fire, and the owners had neglected 
to insure them in regular fire companies, There was some moaning and 
gnashing of teeth when the truth burst upon them, as may be imagined. 

The subject of rates naturally brings up the Tariff Association and its 
workings. The fate of your New York board it is hoped may serve as a 
guide tc ours. The fires in Philadelphia in 1887 were over $1,750,000 
less than in 1886, and our Board of Underwriters naturally claim that it 
is largely due to their precautionary orders to the assured in the way of 
fire improvements which have been adopted by them. 

**Whom the gods destroy they first make mad,” and the solons who 
preside over the ratings of our city had better take warning before it is 
too late, or our association will be a thing of the past, like yours. 

The broker’s lot is not a happy one, for he is between two fires, the 
Tariff Association on the one hand and the assured on the other. In this 
city, where many brokers would be glad to be regular contributors to the 
expense of conducting the Tariff Association, they are denied that privilege 
and are only entitled to rate slips by calling for them; no order for in- 
spection of property will be received from them, no communication 
addressed to the broker by the assured will be noticed, and all letters re- 
lating to risks are sent direct by the association ; and the broker control- 
ing the risk, no matter how generally it may be known that he controls 
the risk, is not even permitted to carry the letter to the assured. This is 
done, it is alleged, to maintain neutrality ! 

Philadelphia is enjoying a building carnival, and the new office build- 
ings going up are a wonder to the oldest inhabitant. The Girard Life and 
Trust have commenced the demolition of buildings on the northeast cor- 
ner of Broad and Chestnut streets, and the Provident will soon begin 
their new building at Fourth and Chestnut streets. The Penn Mutual 
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are doing wonders with their new trust certificate, and their new building 
will come none too soon to meet their requirements. The Bullitt build. 
ing threw open its duvors to its numerous tenants a few weeks ago, and 
Boldt of the Hotel Bellevue opened his restaurant on the eighth floor, 
The first day 8200 persons reached the dining rooms via four elevators, 
and of that number over 3000 were fed. The insurance world was largely 
represented, and it will no doubt be a great rendezvous for dealers in in. 
surance hereafter. 

The Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania is at last safely 
housed in its elegant new building on Fourth street, and the Girard Fire 
and Marine Insurance Company (having sold their building on Walnut 
Street) will soon remove their branch office from that place to the State of 
Pennsylvania’s new building, while Wagner & Taylor have leased the 
ground floor under the Girard. The Tariff Association will occupy the 
upper floors, where they will find much better accommodations than they 
now enjoy. The Mechanics Fire Insurance Company will double the size 
of their building, at Fifth and Walnut streets, in the spring, and make 
the management of this most excellent company, under the secretaryship 
of John H. Davis, more popular than ever. John is one of the most 
genial of men, and has a certain winning way about him very attractiveto 
his customers, 

There has been a stirring up among the agencies here lately and some 
changes have been made. The Western Assurance of Toronto has taken 
its agency from Geo. E. Wagner, and it now finds a home with A.C, 
Wister. Consequently George has arrayed himself in war paint and 
vowed a vow to gobble every risk as fast as it expires and replace it in 
his other companies. He has notified them of his determination, and as 
the Wagners come from a tenacious family, it will be strange if the 
Western does not find a diminution in her receipts here for a time, at 
least. 

The Queen has also been clearing house, and F. Olcott Allen, who has 
been the general agent here for years, has vacated and removed across the 
street, and, having formed a coalition with the Home of New York, is 
bending his energies to diverting the Queen’s risks to that company. No 
new agent fcr the Queen has been yet appointed, but applicants exist by 
the score. The dispute arose between Mr. McDonald and Mr. Allen 
upon the installment insurance plan which has been a pet hobby with Mr. 
Allen for some time, and which Mr. McDonald is determined to abandon 
as unprofitable. : 

Milton H. Nobles, formerly connected with the Prudential Life Insur- 
ance Company, but latterly with the Queen, was probably the instigator 
of the plan to Mr. Allen, and parties have been insuring their property by 
the payment of five to eight cents per week until about $400 per week has 
been reached. It is said the Queen got tired of paying the solicitors $1 
each for procuring the insurance and the army of collectors who brought 
up the rear, all of whom had to be paid; besides the immense amount of 
detail in caring for the business. 

The Druggists Mutual is doing a good business here, owing to the 
heavy advance in tariff rates upon that class of business, and the Pean- 
sylvania country mutuals have been largely increasing the volume of 
their business by capturing many premiums at less than tariff rates, so 
that ‘‘it’s an ill wind that blows nobody good.” LIBERTY. 

PHILADELPHIA, March Ig. 








DOINGS IN KENTUCKY. 





A DELEGATION of insurance men from Louisville came here on the 7th 
inst. to appear before the house committee on insurance, but there not 
being a quorum of the committee present, nothing was done except to in- 
terchange ideas in an informal way. The bill to have been considered is 
the same one on which Mr. Fenley addressed them the day before. ! 
have learned enough from the members of the committee to say that they 
will make an adverse report on the bill. Mr. Hanks, the originator of it, 
will undoubtedly make a fight for it on the floor of the house. It is his 
“‘ pet” and has grown to be almost a part of himself, and he wil! not be 
satisfied to surrender it without a struggle. There is, apparently, a” 
unusual tendency in the direction of valued policy laws, although there has 
not been much open manifestation of it, the views of the members Crop- 
ping out here and there, seemingly, incidentally. Quite a number havé 
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been feeling around on the subject, but, with the exception of Mr. Hanks, 
no aggressive spirit has been shown, There seems to be no doubt that 
such legislation has been held in check by the prospect of meeting with 
strong and determined opposition. 

x * * 


A BILL aimed at the arbitration clause has been introduced in the Sen- 
ate. It should be labeled a bill for the benefit of Kentucky lawyers. Itis 
as follows: ‘‘ That after the passage of this act all persons who have in- 
sured property within the State of Kentucky against loss or damage by 
fire, shall have the right to institute and maintain suits against the com- 
pany or companies so insuring, to recover such loss or damage, any clause 
or condition in the policy of insurance to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


* * * 


A BILL to incorporate the Louisville Fire and Life Protective Associa- 
tion of Louisville has passed the House. It is to establish a salvage corps 
similar to those in other cities; to protect property at and after fires and 
to examine as to the cause of fires; to discover and prevent fires, so far as 
practicable, and provide and maintain a corps of men with suitable appa- 
ratus to save life and personal property; the corps shall have power to 
enter any building on fire, or which is exposed to or in danger of taking 
fire from other burning buildings. The question of sustaining and con- 
tinuing the association shall be decided every three years (by a two-thirds 
vote), each incorporated insurance company doing business in the city 
being entitled to one vote, whether its officers or agents are members of 
the association or not, and shall fix the maximum amount of expense to 
be incurred, provided that not more than two per cent of the annual pre- 
miums shall be called for in any one year. The association is empow- 
ered to require every three months (on March 31, June 30, September 30 
and December 31) sworn statements of the total amount of premiums re- 
ceived on property in the city, by all companies, agents or persons, for 
the preceding three months. Every officer of such company and every 
individual agent or underwriter failing for thirty days to render such 
account, shall forfeit $50 and $5 for each day’s neglect thereafter. 
Authority is given to recover the penalties in any court of competent juris- 
diction. They shall have the right of way in guing to fires, subject to the 
rights of the fire department. 

* * x 


A BILL has been introduced in the Senate, accompanied by a petition 
for passage signed by a committee from Covington, providing for the ap- 
pointment, in cities, of inspectors of steam apparatus. It applies to all 
Stationary steam engines, boilers, or steam generating apparatus located 
within the limits of a city, except those used for heating private residences, 
It requires all engineers and persons in charge of steam apparatus to be 
licensed, and provides that no steam engine or apparatus shall be operated 
until it has been inspected and a certificate of safety granted, and imposes 
a penalty if operated after being condemned. The appointment of inspec- 
tors, fixing of fees, and other working arrangements are to be provided for 


by ordinances, 
x“ % * 


SincE Frankfort adopted the fire alarm telegraph system there has been 
some talk by agents and others of a reduction or rates. We have an 
ample supply of water with direct pressure from the reservoir nearly 200 
feet above the city, and two steam engines held in reserve for an emer- 
gency. With these facilities we should have excellent protection, but the 
record in Kentucky last year of a fire loss of almost eighty-three per cent 
of premiums, may have a bearing on the question of reducing rates. 

FRANKFoRT, Ky., March 14, 1888. BLUE GRAss, 








NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Three Railroad Disasters. 
THREE serious railroad accidents occurred on Friday and Saturday last. 
Near Binghamton, N. Y., early on Friday morning an Eas-tbound train on 
the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western railroad jumped the track and 
was wrecked, injuring about thirty persons, some of them fatally. Among 
the latter was David Gray of Buffalo, secretary of the City Park Commis- 
sion and formerly editor of The Buffalo Courier, who died on Sunday. 
The wreck took fire from an overturned stove, but the wounded were 
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rescued, though with difficulty, before the flames reached them. Oa the 
same day, on the Harlem railroad, near Sharon, N. Y., five engines and a 
snow-plow plunged into a heavy, thickly packed snow drift, and piled up 
in a confused mass of wreckage, killing four men and injuring five others. 
Near Blackshear, Ga., on the Savannah, Florida and Western railroad, on 
Saturday morning the Florida vestibule train from Washington and the 
North, went through a trestle and was completely wrecked. About 
twenty persons are reported killed and over thirty injured. The baggage 
car took fire, but the flames were put out before they reached the crowded 
passenger cars. Besides these, there have been several minor accidents 
resulting in loss of life during the past week. 





Liability of Members of Mutual Companies. 


Tue North Star Mutual Insurance Company of St. Paul attempted to do 
business on the mutual plan, and certain ambitious individuals bolstered 
it up by giving it their notes, according to the old and well-known plan 
of running an insurance company on the premium note plan. The North 
Star twinkled right merrily for a time, but soon winked itself into a state 
of insolvency. Then the fun began. The St. Paul Trust Company was 
appointed receiver of the exploded Stai’s effects, and soon found itself 
defendant in numerous suits instituted by claimants against that company, 
We have before us a copy of the answer made by the receiver in the suit 
of certain parties who brought action to recover unearned premiums, As 
the answer is a regular printed form, with blank spaces for filling in the 
names of persons bringing suits, the indications are that such a large 
number of suits are being instituted as to warrant the receiver in adopt- 
ing a wholesale method of answering the complaints. The following is 
the answer as thus printed : 

The St. Paul Trust Company—The receiver of the above named insur- 
ance company respectfully objects to the entry of any judgment or other 
recognition of the said claim or any part thereof, by said receiver, or by 
this court, for the reasons following : 

First—U nder the articles of association and by-laws of said corporation, 
the holders of all policies, whether based upon a cash premium, or part 
cash and part note, became members of the corporation. 

Second—That the said premiums, whether cash or notes, were contrib- 
uted by such members as a capital or fund for the payment of possible 
losses and legitimate expenses, and as such no part thereof, nor any divi- 
dend thereon, can be withdrawn by such members until all just claims 
for losses and the expenses of executing the trust, have been first paid in 
full. 

Third—That until the receiver has collected assets sufficient to pay all 
such losses and expenses, all claims for return premiums should be held 
in suspense, and not allowed to participate in dividends to be made in 
payment of losses. 

And for other reasons apparent from said claim, policy of insurance, 
articles of association and by-laws, and the statute under which the cor- 
poration was organized. 

It was an easy matter to get into this mutual concern, but the getting 
out is another matter. It is more than probable that instead of obtaining 
any return premiums, collection of the premium notes will be enforced, 
and the makers of them will be fortunate if they escape future assess- 
ments to pay the receiver, costs of litigation and other liabilities. 





Insurance Taxation in Ohio. 


Onto has the reputation of squeezing more money out of the insurance or- 
ganizations of the country than any State ia the Union ; that is, the relative 
amount obtained by taxation of companies of outside States is said to be in 
excess of that secured in any other Commonwealth. Many States do not tax 
life insurance companies at all, realizing that it is only so much more added 
to the individual burden of each man who is seeking to provide a main- 
tenance for his family after his death. As Charles Sumner, after a charac- 
teristic and thorough investigation of the subject, once said: ‘‘A tax 
upon life insurance is a tax upon a tax, and consequently a barbarism.” 
But some States have not so regarded it, Ohio among others, the result 
being that an estimated total of over $22,000,000 has been wrung from 
the American life companies since their organization by taxation, every 
cent of which had to be added to the cost of the policyholders’ insurance. 

And nowcomes Mr. Cope with a new measure, introduced recently 
in the House at Columbus, to tax insurance organizations, |.fe included, 
two and a half per cent on their gross annual receipts, they to have a 
rebate of what they now pay in the present system of county taxation. 
The added cost of this to the outside insurance interests would be about 
$200,000 a year. The fact that this bill, if enacted, would add just so 
much more to the cost of carrying insurance in Ohio may be of no inter- 
est whatever to legislators, but it is of some importance to policyholders, 
who, in time, may, in despair, do the worm act to their oppressors, and 
turn on the foot that crushes them ; though it probably won’t do them any 
more good than it does the worm.—Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, 
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Fire Insurance by States. 


THE fullowing table shows the transactions of all the fire and fire-marine 
insurance companies in the various States named, in the year 1887, as 


reported to the insurance departments, 


SPECTATOR. 


FIRE INSURANCE BY STATES—Cont/inued. 


The figures given are of pre- 


miums received, losses incurred and ratio of losses incurred to premiums, 
[Specia'ly Compiled for THE SPECTATOR.] 



























Name or Company, Premiums. Losses, 
FLORIDA, | } 
PII strains eens tends: ciacxtsacedecs $7,149 | -$4,154 
Commercial Union, Lon !o0n.............ce0000. 4.819 | 1,662 
Continental, New York...............ceccceee “a 12,120 | 6,653 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg.................0.- | 5,234 1,290 
Hartford, Hartford....-........... cc ceeecececees 32,171 | 15.937 
Hibernia, New Orleans...............cccccecees 15 467 | 7,038 
Howard, New York....00.-.ccccccccccccescccces| 995 3,198 
German-American, New York..............000- 5.713 | 2, 
Fepetial, LONG. i. cess cccccesccscccccss veers! 11,393 | 1,519 
Lion, London...... NOG taein agers ces Tbeecebe ce: 4,754 | 4,855 
l.iverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool..... 38,802 16,650 
PRU, TOW POUR ceeivcnecinccdiciceveccceceecie 4.723 | I 050 
North British and Mercantile, Loadon........... 13 672 7,160 
NN NU vbassscvcicsecvesuuccsccoredes< | 3,228 391 
Penis, BIOORG... oc ccecccccocstcccscesececes 34.0T0 | 9.038 
PRG BENIN bine scvnwosengecceeecvsvececee 14,730 | 7,119 
Providence-Washington, Pruvidence............. 24,433 13,554 
Queen, Liverpool.............2eseeeees TIT Ter 4,752 8,432 
St. Paul F. and M., St. Paul.............. ier 6,078 | 1,147 
Savannah F. and M., Savannah.......... 337 | ew eens 
Scottish Union and National, Edinburgh 5.690 | 3.503 
Southern, New Orleans...............cscceeeeee | 3353 | eevee 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield............... 24,603 | 20,839 
Sun Mutual, New Orleans.................-20-- 8,005 | 2,949 | 
Transatlantic, Hamburg,................eeceees 3,974 | 1,194 
Travelers, Hartiord............:-+++e0e---- 0s. 7,681 | 2,258 
I. POON oieseccctsousvenvecesenedencs 18,004 | 10,135 
COLORADO. | 

tna, Hartford............ceeeee bis Sneas et | $14,255| $7,202 
Agricultural, Watertown............ceeeeesseeee = ee 
Amazon, Cincinnati...............c0ceeeeeeee 7.758 | 2,651 
American, Newark.........0.0ses05 secccccceses 6,543 | 866 
American, New York.........ccccccessscccccecs | 3,045 | 330 
American, Philadelpbia................eceeeees 18,279 | 9,441 
American Central, St. Louis.................... 6,112 7,017 
Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco...........0e+se00- 15,489 | 2,489 
Armenia, Pittsburgh .......cccccccccccccces oweee 1,029 | I,II2 
Boatmars F. and M., Pittsburgh................. 5,993 | 2,910 
Boylston, Boston... .scsccesscccccessesccccccecs 755 | 230 
British America, Toronto...............00ce0e00e 7,855 2,107 
California, San Francisco.......----...eeeeeceee 11,296 | 4,673 
Sls SUI Ae ce ncsadcoensesecsctssesees 2,865 | 3,422 
SO PU BO Rec vcwwcnecessoccccveseveescic 3,000 | 2,788 
City of London, London..........--.......000-- 5,956 | 3,779 
Commercial, San Francisco weeee 7,626 2,441 
Commercial Union, London | 16,571 7,085 
Concordia, Milwaukee................2.0.2000- 3,687 1,075 
Connecticut, Hartford...........----ee.ccseeceee 9,810 1,743 
Continental, New York......... 0... eeeeeeeseees 13,938 5,087 
Eliot, Boston...... Sebi Sopltute art died PU Oa:a wh esikenls-’ 473 | se wweee 
Exchange, New York.............ceeseesseecsee 2,818 | ween 
Farmers and Merchants, Lincoln................ 49,473 13,274 
PARE, NOW TOR ccseccccccccecesvescesvceys 935 10 
Fire Asscciation, Philadelphia................... 9,003 1,687 
Fire Insurance Association, London.............| 7,834 598 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco 18,111 14,420 
Franklin, Philadelphia............. ..--..--.... 6,545 1942 
German, Freeport...........0..eeceecceeeceeeee 13,992 8,888 
German, Peoria ........ 7,822 | 4,886 
German, Pittsburgh 5,326 | 4,607 
German-American, New York................... 25,407 10,009 
Germania, New York.............---eececeeeees 7,059 5,356 
Granite State, Portsm uth................-0005. . ft Pee 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg.............-.e0005 6,130 | 1,070 
Hanover, New York.............20ecceeeeeceues 6,001 5,576 
Hartford, Hartford...........00ceceeeeececeeeees 19,263 2,813 
BN HE WIN i wheecceseccccescccenteececes 27,747 15,572 
Home Mutual, San Francisco.......----....000- 8,278 4,731 
POON, DOO BOE. cc ccc scciccvedecsvessocces 5,148 1,352 
PGE, BRON sc ctemcesincsnnvcscessssccocvs 21,355 3,582 
Insurance Company of North America, Phila... . 34,906 | 16,313 
Lancashire, Manchester.........00----seseseeeee 6,018 882 
ENN inne ian dinsgadwonnewsiesiseeeso. 23,330 10,891 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool. .... 27,762 11,743 
Lonidon Assurance Corporation, London......... 4,442 2,103 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.............. 4,190 3,658 
Merchants, Newark.............--ee..eeeeeeeee- 7,914 3,264 
Michigan F. and M., Detroir................00- 1,064 | 2,379 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee............... 6,391 3,076 
National, Harttord.............ccececceceeseeses 4,569 | 2,889 
New Hampshire, Manchester................000- 3,131 | 4,476 
New York Buwery, New York.........000--.000- 2,959 | 716 
Niagara, New York...-...........+- 19,030 | 5,746 
Nor.hwestern National, Milwaukee. . s 7,602 | 3,246 | 
Northern, London...... DE ATL RES | 10,389 | 618 
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] 
Name or Company, | Premiums. Losses, 
“ } 
CoLorRADO—Cont. 
North American, Boston...........-..eseseeeees are 
North British and Mercantile, London........... 20,054 | $7,788 
Norwich Union, Norwich........-.cccccesccoees 9,877 4,197 
Oakland Home, Oakland........-..........0000 5,901 19 
Oregon Fire and Marine, Portland 5,272 4,069 
ae 5,741 1,484 
Pennsylvania, Phi'adelphia..................000 | 22,652 15,971 
PO, DNMONNNOUE os.00c0werscscacvesendccoses S61 ssares 
Phenix, Brooklyn......<200000 svscccccescessees| 28,235 6,137 
PE, SIM sspecivsscguccescserseebensy « Ig,818 662 
Phoenix, London.......... Giiesienvcieknipers 6,748 2,147 
I ai csts asplacegdihinrs «eww pandcuciweeee | 473 oesaee 
Providence-Washington, Providence............ 18,422 4,530 
ee ES ERE ee ee | 14,759 9,847 
Ny DN ii ccdckaudseusandbesctauapecons 7,717 5,327 
Scottish Union and National, Edinburgh........| 19,357 6,071 
Security, New Haven...............es.00. 8,817 2,466 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield......... sien 17,606 7,864 
State Investment, San Francisco............... | 3,250 1,740 
State, Des Moines......... Mauiain Rebs aesG-oeesenee 15,972 14,202 
St. Paul F. and M., St. Paul.......... iinaseve 15,360 7,515 
Bg EE PP ccteedcccesenceedsteesssenes 4,460 3,300 
eg eee 17,941 5,339 
Syndicate, Minneapolis..............02. sececses | 805 oseee0 
rr re Chbee re eeesees 14,371 5,044 
Se EE Sain nircindcucaeeecsctecees 10,116 3,928 
United Firemens, Philadelphia.................. 849 | 988 
United States, New York.......-......csceeeeeee 1,869 94 
a ctanmensasetéuascceciddes 16,549 | 1,982 
Westchester, New Rochelle............. evebnwes 7,430 4452 
Western Home, Sioux City... .............eee0e- SD | sevens 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn..............---- 2,992 | 2,560 
| 
INDIANA.* | 
Etna, Hartford.......ssse-eee- Pembaedea ewan. $68,661 $33,186 
Agricultural, Watertown. ..........cscccccccees 5,821 | 2,454 
American Central, St. Louis .........ccccccccees 5.383 11,878 
I I is conianeccaskceeewse kananie 5,702 4,189 
Se BE Wis vase iscinge is vcccdecates 1,719 315 
American, Philadelphia................ jeri 32,372 21,869 
Anglo-Nevada, San Francisco Ot ee 
British America, Toronto..........csseeeeesceece 9: 6,155 
Buffalo German, Buffalo............... ; 20,150 14,460 
California, San Francisco... 5,338 1,321 
Citizens, Evansville........ 26,654 5,754 
Citizens, New York........... 25,229 13,430 
I I, Sint tn-dc eeneendeoancdcen does 2,952 2,271 
City of Lawton, LOedom, .....0.56000s0secceeces 4,218 5,513 
Commercial Union, London ...............+++-- 16,592 13,277 
CN, MIN oss cadence vpcawessiscecnede 1,685 3 
Concordia, Milwaukee. .............ceceesseeee 9,980 3,389 
Commectiont, Hartland... ....ccccccestcccccovccs 20 798 11,494 
CI IND WI ooo ivi cevciescccesoas 165,030 124,198 
ee ee ae ae 9,627 10,753 
ESS EEE See 19,178 14,489 
Farragut, New York............ 2, 1,187 
Fi-e Association, Philadelphia 37.399 22,326 
Fire Insurance Association, London............. 11,380 8.538 
INE MEIN Gs acetenadusdcvuneccsmenvnae | 7.557 | 8 371 
DE MI oe Cinta dened cccwinsasucdncl 2 240 638 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco............------ | 27,262 15,217 
Franklin, Indianapolis.............sccecccceces 52 516 34;822 
Franklin, Philadelphia..........----.sccesseeee- 23,324 6.793 
CI scccctescnccece svcnesceesescol 54,837 29,035 
I hi Sia ap winerosededieyo6od éiekcks 10,108 4,492 
SS WN oo sicinctevc seston enndiansions 7.157 2,342 
I I ian wie cid cw te tie deesenee, sano T,1I5 2,000 
German Mut., Indianopolis..........-.........- 67.927 13,007 
German-American, New York.........-- 54573 35,573 
ree ene 32,606 | 19,438 
Girard F. and M., Philadelphia 8,634 | 4.301 
Glens Falls, Glens Falls...... pe Cwenibiaukasenkers | 10,271 12,254 
Granite State, Manchester...........--...eee05. | 2,896 361 
NL RN oo. weaeagubeneacass | 9.589 13,140 
Hamburg-Br. men, Hamburg................... 9,087 7,870 
EE seas coieneiinaetaewas ie | 5° 459 566 
en co vucnebemenieedacneus | 99.335 64,921 
Ss PE CINE Ss ccna ieeesacenecvesencs | 7,085 4,543 
DEE ME chime naan odes evades cicececseta 210,402 120,045 
De ie cna c ntekieanenenceenenen’s | 7,151 3,215 
NEE EE, BAI hag odeeeadnsispccss diasconsce 10,692 6,435 
Indiana, Indianapolis. ...........cccccossccserss $3,242 32.374 
Insurance Company of North America, Phila..... } 64,759 35,516 
Insurance Company of Dakota, Sioux Falls... .. 3,756 3,823 
Lancashire, Manchester.......---....seceesceeee 22,383 6,362 
FE OS eS eee 1,568 414 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool..... 55 819 40,190 
London Assurance Ccrp., London.............. 12,085 2,122 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.............. 17,318 9,196 
Louisville Underwrtters, Louisville.............. 6,709 5,990 | 
SS ee ee ae 55335 | 3,523 | 
eee 2,884 | 1,508 | 
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FIRE INSURANCE BY STATES—Continued. LIFE INSURANCE BY STATES—Continued. 
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Insurance 
Written 
in 1887. 


Policies 


—- Premiums, | bisa: 


Companies. on Same. | 





Name oF Company. Premiums, 


| # Femiuras. 
Ratio of 
Losses to 
Premiums 





- gy * ea ie $ | 
‘ cenix Mutu 30, 500 
= INDIANA—Cont.* Provident Life and Trust... 82,723 
Michigan F. and M., Detroit $10,700 , . Provident Savings.......... 23 000 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee ‘ 16.302 | 98. State Mu‘ual.........1..... 29.000 
Mt. Holly, New Jersey 7.250 Travelers 10,582 
National, Hartford 20.010 Union Mutua! 4918 
Newark, Newark 467 . United Srates..... SEES 30,500 
New Hampshire, ~ 11,857 Vermont 30, 100 
New York Bowery, New Yor 7327 Washingt : 

Niagara, New York 36.552 ashington 42,535 
Northern, London 21,636 < 
North British and Mercantile, London 55 452 
Northwestern Nat., Milwaukee 31.712 
Norwich Union, Norwich 15,318 
Ohio Farmers, Leroy 104 760 
Orient, Hartford 14,771 
Pacific, New York 3.746 
Pennsylvania, Phila.........-seeeeserss seeee 26,132 
Peoples, Pittsburgh 2,610 
Peoples, Manchester 4,039 
Phenix, Brooklyn 197,527 
Phoenix, Hartford.....---...-+eee06 jovencesenens 122 462 
Phenix, London 13.343 
Queen, Liverpool 33.010 
Rochester-German, Rochester 13.440 
Royal, Liverpool 81,733 
St. Paul F. and M., | 5 104 
Scottish Union and Nat., Edinburgh 1,976 
Springfield F. and M., Springfield............ * 42,127 
Spring Garden, Philadelphia 
Sun Fire Office, London 

Teutonia F. and M., Dayton 


$10, 405 
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COLORADO. 
Equitable, New York $2,933.0%2 
16,500 


Manhattan | 14 636 
| 





Massachusetts Mutual 23,000 
DEGIG o.000 00 000s cecsces 360,045 
Mutual Benefit......-..... 190,014 
2,473,715 
1,051,131 112,950 
30,000 230 | 
Penn Mutual 358,000 15,505 
Prov:dent Savings 62,000 950 
Travele’s 243,776 61 165 | 
Union Mutual 274,795 8,376 | 
Washirgton ............... 330,012 27,148 
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CALIFORNIA. 
$10,082 

1.258 | 
‘ Connecticut Mutual........ | 9.855 
Traders, Chicago. . Equitable, New York 5 94 949 
Union, San Francisco Germania ’ 1,726 
United States, New York : 24 3.999 
United Firemens, Philadelphit 17 587 | 
Washington F. and M., Boston | . 16 524 
Westchester, New Rochelle.............-..eecee- Mutual, New York | , 145 729 
Western, Toronto eee eecccccce ee . National of Vermont... a 180 8,631 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn j New England Mutual 

. New York.......... 6640000 

* Losses Paid, Northwestern Mutual 
Pac fic Mutual 
Travelers 
Union Mutual 
United States 
Washington 23,941 
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Life Insurance by States. 
SS — WISCONSIN. 
Insurance — FEINA..0 000... e eee e ewer ees $828,758 
Written = Gaia Ss. Connecticut Mutual 86,582 | 
in 1887. stil Equitable, New York 710,794 | 
Germania 152,273 | 


KENTUCKY. * Hartford Life and Annuity. anane 


BR ccticans-cseasnadee - $269,062 $73,660 assa 
Connecticut Motul 227,474 115,605 ea preci pecans arr 715 
Equitable, New York 1,598 455 227,590 ’ Metropolitan vip 
Garmania 78,948 28,515 Mutual, New York 1,152,300 
ae. | 308 Mutual Benefit sai 135.002 
P . . New England Mutual 29.588 
Manhattan 666 5.144070 
se gp swigee Sevevewes Northwestern; Mutual....... ' 3,257,118 
a Kentucky Penn Mutual 86,000 
nen New York Phoenix Mutual 22,287 
utual Benefit 1,555,255 Provident Savings 
1487 B10 Pacific Mutual..........0. 
Penn Mutual...... sa ce puke "305,000 olen i a 
Provident Savings 1,561,000 Wa hington......ccccecce is 
at moma my oem @:RINGIOR....s0cc0cnseceee 
eens 60 173,324 
Jnion Central... eecccee 447,052 KANSAS 
a a Pa Connecticut Mutual 
Wedlingnes a 667 naa New York... 
rece 
fassachusetts Mutual 
° ee Metropolitan........... 
Connecticut Mutual 95,126 Misseent Valley. 
297,616 x | 80 Mutual Benefit | 
15,000 1,525, 
794,976 691.850 
— ° | I 246,107 
95,113 Pennsylvania Mutual 167,500 
453,185 4 Phoenix Mutual 5 | 4,556 
1057, + 36 Provident Savings ve ec 
83.584 36 Travelers ‘i 26 62,050 
a pet Urion Central.... a | 
New You. | 744 | Union Mutual dean 


. 331,750 : 
Northwestern Mutual 137,446 008 United States | 
Penn Mutual a hp 23,984 Washington . 139,123 

' | 





Policies 
Issued. 


CompPanlgs. 








RHODE ISLAND. 
tna. 





























* Losses paid _‘¢ Includes industrial business, + Includes accident business, 
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A Fiendish Attempt at Arson, 


Tue big tenement house No. 214 East Twenty-ninth street, New York, 
narrowly escaped being the scene of a terrible tragedy on Thursday night 
of last week. As the janitor, Boyd, was going his rounds between nine 
and ten o’clock, putting out the lights in the halls, he discovered smoke. 

At first he failed to discover its origin, but finally, going into the cel- 
lar, noticed a faint light in the rear behind some coal bins. Hastening 
toward it he found a fire burning briskly at the bottom of the air-shaft, 
and a man in the act of placing a barrel over it, while another fire was 
burning inside a barre! at the foot of the dumb-waiter shaft. In a few 
minutes, had the firebug been left undisturbed, the flames would have 
been shooting up botli shafts to all parts of the building. 

The fellow at once fled, but by the light of the fire the janitor recognized 
him as one Eagan, a former resident of the house. Boyd at once busied 
himself in putting out the fire ; but this done, promptly notified the police. 
The n.an Eagan was arrested and held in $2000 bail for trial. The only 
reason that the janitor could give for the attempted crime was that Eagan 
had been ejected from the house for non-payment of rent. The occu- 
pants of the building numbered about 125, mostly women and children, 
and had the fire gained headway the loss of life would doubtless have 
been very great. 





The Massathusetts Annual Report. 


ComMMISSIONER MERRILL has issued Part I, of the thirty-third report of 
the Massachusetts Insurance Department. It relates to fire and marine 
insurance. The following comparative tables of aggregates show the con- 
dition of the companies doing business in that State : 


MASSACHUSETTS JOINT-STOCK INSURANCE COMPANIES. 














Increase 
1886,* 1887. * or De-rease 
in 1887. 
CO oo iicids sc coceccsicsccs $6,287,200 | $6,457,200 +$250,0c0 
ASSES oo eeceeeeeereeeeereeeeeees 13,432,229 | 13,572,488 +140,259 
RASDINOES .. .00cdscseewcessecceses 4,233,855 | 4,584,523 + 350,668 
RNB vcs recectecsesnsescseee 9,198,374 | 8,987,965 — 210,409 
Income eee ee re ree 5,905,765 | 6,120,172 +214,407 
Expenditures noreweee Smee Pater ae? 7,592,102 5,835,722 +243,620 
Fire risks written...........+..+- 381,135,892 | 404,085,428 + 22,949,536 
Fire premiums received (net)..... 3,829,307 | 3,972,243 + 142,936 
Marine risks written.....--...... 110,051,761 149,848,319 + 39,796,558 
Marine premiums received (net)..| 1,552,112 1,604,474 +52, 362 
Fire losses paid ...-----.....+.--. 5,092,794 2,329,771 + 236,977 
Marine losses paid........-...--. 1,39, 161 1,245,909 — 123,252 
Fire losses incurred..............| 2,113 OOI 2,416,404 + 303,403 
Marine losses incurred....+......| 1,437,618 1,522,758 +85.140 
Fire risks outstarding............ 459,538,946 492,151,512 +32 612,566 
Marine risks outstanding..... 19,930,400 14,704,811 —5,135,589 
PBPOMRES o ccccsccesocccvcssessss 1,634,765 1,788,219 +153,454 
Cash dividends declared.. ....... 495,432 467,932 — 27,500 





* Sixteen companies, 


INSURANCE COMPANIES OF OTHER STATES. 


FIRE AND MARINE 


THE SPECTATOR. 














Increase 
1886,* 1887.+ or Decrease 
in 1887. 
CR CR cose ciecccesccesensss $49,377,020 $51,712,020 + $2,335,000 
ASSES 2 vresccccccccccccrccvccces 150,081,507 155,159,714 + 5,078,207 
Rc cteceeendss5seueemate 54,677,873 59, 387,012 + 4,709,139 
a EE et rere 95,403,634 95,772,702 + 369,068 
IN Sbdinse bese ewes ceaenwe 7.571.943 71,183,667 + 3,611,724 
Expenditures .......-.++0-+-e005 63,861,522 67,972,259 . +4 110,737 
Fire risks written................ 5, 895,730,039 6,382,584,798 + 486,854,759 
Fire premiums rece ved (net)..... 52,074,702 | 55,070,152 | +3.595,450 
Marine risks written.............. 1,559,854,506 | 1,422,765,804 | —237,088,762 
Marine premiums rec ived (ne.).. 8,999,221 | 8.683.527 | —315,694 
Fire losses paid...........+++--+: 28,143 398 32,835,087 + 4,691,689 
Marine losses paid.........-..... 7,110,747 5,673,717 | —1,437,030 
Fire losses incurred.............. 28,330,072 33,678,215 | +5,339,143 
Marine losses incuried........... 7,166,469 6,081,965 —1,084,504 
Fire risks ou'standing............ 7,113 566,340 | 7,812,064,150 | +698,497,810 
Marine risks outstanding.....---- 201,724,592 175,129,498 | —26,595,094 
NI 5305 dap rcetecsecesseys 20,836,540 21,949,154 +1, 112,614 
Cash dividends declared......--- 5,516,552 5,513,522 —3,030 


+ One hundred and eight companies. 





* Ninety-six companies, 





[ Zhursaay, 


UNITED STATES BRANCHES OF FOREIGN COMPANIES. 























| 
| “| Increase 
1886.* | 1887.* or Decrease 
in 1887, 
IN ipeacwetacunsdex eke [Breer rere fe 
Assets in Ur itec States......... $33, 212 40,253,485 + $2,041,331 
Liabilities in Un ted States...... 19,975,864 | 22,110,816 +2,134,952 
DUTEIUS coccscccncsscvcvevecccese 18,236, go 18,142,669 — 93,621 
Income .. eevesecesee buhede wastes 28,564,342 29,603,682 + 1,039,341 
Expenditures..... 23,984,346 | 26,746,371 + 2,762,025 
Fice risks written 3,162,804,485 | 3,379,683,141 + 216,878 656 
Fire premiums received (net)..... 25,380,545 | 26,273,394 + 892,849 
Marine risks writtcn........---.. 318,857,743 419,551,370 + 100,693,627 
M wine premiums received (net)... 1,633,533 1,856,496 + 222,953 
Vire losses paid.........----.--- 14,791,647 16,922,627 + 2,130,980 
Marine losses paid.....-......... 595,514 785,372 7 to 
Fire losses incurred...........---- 14,861,972 17,238,275 +2,376, 
Marine losses incurred........-- 661,312 679,070 + ig 
Fire risks outstanding........... 3,298,867,258 | 3,479,172,262 + 180, 305,004 
Marine risks outstanding......... = 112,644 | 20,605,148 —5,507,496 
EXpenseS....cccccess eegecseeess 8,592,212 | 9,038,371 + 448,159 
* Twenty-seven companies, 
MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 
Increase 
1886.* | 1887.f | or Decrease 
| | | in 1887. 
Assets, including deposit notes... $24.441,815 | $20,466,613 | —$3.975,202 
SE ee 3,325,454 3,476,894 | + 151,440 
SION Ds os bchadks c4tnseesees 4,912,889 | 5,156,397 | + 243,508 
INCOME ......cccecccecosscereess 3,464,469 | 3:747»373 | + 282,904 
Expenditures...........+sseeees: 3,227,522 | 3,249,941 | + 22,419 
Risks written..........-..0..++.- 304,104,577 333, 109,600 + 29,905,023 
Net premiums received........... 3,068,515 3,328,414 | +259,899 
Risks outstanding................ 543,298,992 1,189,377 + 27,890, 386 
Losses paid..... otveve piewkenue 859,819 782,259 —-77,560 
Losses incurred........... DES 867,480 756,822 | —110,658 
Assessments collected............ 2,280 6,576 + 4,296 
Profits returned.......... ncweaes 1,844,928 1,897,741 +52 813 
 praccstrbcterssrcssunts 494,563 539,652 +45,089 
* Forty- eight companies, t Forty- nine companies. 
AGGREGATES OF ALL THE COMPANIES.* 
| | 
| ; Increase 
1886, 1887. or Decrease 
| | in 1887. 
Cant CH os csev 00 cscenesedss $55,584,220 $65,984,220 | + $10,400,000 
Assets, including deposit notes cf 
mutual companies............ 227,369,391 230,498,528 + 3,129,137 
Liabilities ....... pereevereccecsee 82,428,661 89,790, 190 +7, 361,529 
BIGUEE 56 ccccccenecscccceserenes 128,737,258 128,880,016 | + 142,758 
EONS occ cicresncrcevecceseseess 105,893,088 III, 103,674 | +5,210,586 
ORIN EE conc vcsceecveccees 97,177,309 104,441,188 + 7,263,819 
Fire risks written...........----- 9,743:774,993  10,499,462,967 | +755,687,974 
Marine premiums received (net) -.- 84,453,069 89,244,203 +4,891,134 
Marine risks written......-...... | 2,013,774,225 926,477 —87,296,647 
Fire premiums received (net)..... 12,538,370 12,565,175 + 26,805 
Fire losses paid..... Seam kreennat 45,887,658 52,869,744 + 6,982,086 
Marine losses paid............. ie 9,385,528 8,093,482 —-1,293,046 
Fire losses incurred........------ 46,181,525 54,089,816 +7,908, 191 
Marine losses incurred....-...... 9,611,052 8,750,067 | — 860,985 
Fire risks outstanding........---- 11,415,271,536 | 12,354, 577. 302 | +939,305,766 
Marine risks outstanding......... 258 172,594 219,760,729 | —38,411,865 
NE x icc arses nccoenie sande 31,623,324 33,400,172 | + 1,776,848 
Cash dividends deciared .....--.- 6,011,984 5,981,454 | — 30,530 








* Includes two mutual 1 marine companies whose Gqures are not given above. 





Cotton Insurance at Memphis, Tenn. 


Tue board of underwriters of Memphis, with a view to facilitating the 
handling of cotton without vexatious annoyance to the handlers, have 
agreed upon a basis rate of 11% per cent per annum from September I, 
1888, which they send out now by circular months ahead of the usual 
period for rating. The requirements are such that shed owners may con- 
form to them with slight expense in the ample time between now and 
September 1. As to construction of buildings, they are as follows: 
Exterior walls to be of brick, and when not over 16 fee: high to be not 
less than 13 inches, or one and a half brick thick ; when 16 feet and not 
over 24 feet high, to be not less than 18 inches, or two bricks thick ; when 
over 24 feet high, add for each 5 feet or fraction thereof 4% inches, oF 
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one-half brick to the thickness of the wall, the height to be obtained by 
measuring to the highest part of the wall under the roof. 

Interior or compartment walls, when not over 16 feet bigh, to be not 
less than 18 inches, or two bricks thick. When over 16 feet thick, and 
not over 25 feet high, to be not less than 22% inches, or two and a half 
bricks thick ; and when over 24 feet high, add to thickness of wall 4% 
inches, or one-half brick for each 5 feet in height over 24 feet. The 
height of the compartment walls to be determined by measuring from the 
floor to the highest part of the roof. All compartment walls must be ex- 
tended, of full thickness, into the court at least three feet beyond the line 
of the roof, or be returned of full thickness on each side of the com- 
partment wall not less than 3 feet so as to form a (T) tee. 

Fire walls in all cases must be at least 13 inches thick, and extended 
at all points not less than 4 feet above the roof. 

Floors of compartments, the covered portion of the court and the open 
space or drives to be of earth, gravel, concrete or other non-combustible 
material ; or may be of wood if bedded down solid. The space between 
the sleepers on which the floor is to rest being filled up solid to the top of 
the sleeper before putting on the top plank. 

Roof of compartments to be close sheetee and covered with slate, 
metal or approved fireproof composition or gravel rcofing, with an ap- 
proved skylight in the roof of ezch compartment, or, if no skylight, then 
two or more ventilators not less than 18 inches in diameter shall be put 
in near the centre of the roof of each compartment. 

Girders to support the roof, where they rest on the brick wails, to rest 
on pilasters carried up from the foundation, Pilasters to project not 
less than 4% inches from the face of the wall. 

Rafters, where they rest on brick walls, to be supported on ledges, and 
to have not less than 13 inches of brickwork between the ends of the 
rafters where they rest on both sides of the division or compartment 
walls, 

Compartments are not to exceed 10,000 square feet of floor in area, 
measuring under the roof lines, 

The court between the compartments may be roofed or covered in with 
the same materials as the roofs of the compartments, but an open, un- 
roofed space of at least 30 feet on all sides must be left between the roof 
of the compartments and the roof over the court. 


The Attorney-General Upheld. 


Tue Attorney-General of Texas not long ago issued a circular in which 
he gave the namesof such insurance companies and associations as had 
not complied with the laws of the State, at the same time classing them 
as ‘‘ wild cats,” designating them as swindles and frauds, and instructing 
the different county attorneys to prosecute them. : 
The Equitable Relief Society of Houston was one of the concerns 
named, and A. F, Sittig and two others of its officers brought suit for 
$10,000 damages each against the Attorney-General, all being dependent 
upon the issue of Sittig’s suit. The Attorney-General demurred, and the 
demurrer has been held good by the court upon the following grounds: 


1, The words quoted in the circular are not affirmative upon any point that 
make them fer se actionable, and the plaintiff shows that if there was an 
injury intended or inflicted on the reputation of anybody it was a private 
corporation or a society assuming unlawfully to be a corporation. 

2. The facts set forth in said petition and its exhibits show an unlawful 
association of men, assuming and exercising the corporate franchises and 
functions of an insurance company in defiance of law, and that as to said 
association, pretended corporation or the members thereof usurping cor- 
porate functions, neither can in fact or im law be libeled, nor are subject 
to damage by either truthful or false statements in relation to motive or 
acts of the corporation or society thus organized. 


Notice of appeal was given by the plaintiff. 





—In a preliminary report, the committee of marine underwriters of 
London and Liverpool, which has been investigating the causes of fire in 
American cotton, expresses the opinion that the chief cause is the insuffi- 
ciency of the packing. It recommends the inspection of houses and 
Stores, the use of closed yards, the use of tarpaulins to cover the cotton 
wherever exposed, the use of covered cars only on railroads, and the use 
_— oil only for lubricating presses and screws on board vessels 
Oading, 
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MERE MENTION. 


—The Massachusetts Mutual Life will enter Georgia, 

—The Germania Life of New York has entered Montana. 

—The Southern California of Los Angeles will enter Colorado. 

—The M'ddlesex Mutual Fire of Middletown, Conn., has entered Mas- 
sachusetts. 

—B. F. Hutchinson has been elected president of the Milford (N. H.) 
Fire Insurance Company. 

—The Southern Home Insurance Company of Shreveport, La., has 
been organized. The capital stcck is $100,000. 

—It is proposed to form a fire brigade among the pupils at the State 
School for the Deaf and Dumb at Flint, Mich. 

—On March 29, Chief Engineer Wevster of Indianapolis will finish his 
twenty-ninth year of service in the fire department. 

—The Grange Insurance Company will be organized at Manchester, 
N.H. Not over $2500 will be written on any one risk, 

—The regular annual meeting of the Association of Fire Underwriters 
for Texas will be held at Houston on Wednesday, April 11. 

—The State Board of Health of Indiana reports that during the past 
year pneumonia has caused more deaths than any other disease. 

—The Union Central Life has appointed W. H. Bard general agent at 
Danville, II]. Mr. Bard is well known in life insurance circles. 

—A bill is before the legislature of Ontario to ‘‘ authorize.the appoint- 
ment of fire guardians and for the better prevention of bush fires.” 

—Thomas J. Borden has been elected president, and Charles S, Waring 
secretary of the Fall River (Mass.) Manufacturers Mutuai Insurance Com- 
pany. 

—The agency firm of Remick & Alderson, of La Crosse, Wis., has dis- 
posed of its insurance interests there and retired from the field of fire in- 
surance. 

—The firm of Bartlett & Austin, of Duluth, has been changed to Part- 
ridge & Austin, Mr. Partridge having secured Mr, Bartlett's interest in this 
enterprising agency. 

—-In the case of Louis Stein against the Bienville Water Supply Com- 
pany of Mobile, the injunction asked for has been refused by the United 
States Circuit Court. 

—Five attempts have been made to burn the brick apartment house 
corner of Fulton street and Ashland place, Brooklyn. The police are 
looking for the incendiary. 

—The Standard’s list of fire losses in the United States last week reaches 
$1,798,000, making a total since January 1 of $28,774,000, at which rate the 
loss for the year will be $140,033,345. 

—One of the horses used to pull the hose cart at Atchison is balky. It 
is understood that the insurance companies at that place are preparing 
to advance their rates.—Aansas Exchange. 


—By the storm of last week z2bout thirty vessels, mostly coasting 
schooners, were wrecked at the Delaware Breskwater. The number of 
lives lost is estimated at about twenty-five. 

—Col. William B. Shaw, who has been connected with the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society for about thirty years, died in New York March 
10 of heart disease, at the age of seventy-six years. 

—The Manufacturers Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Milwaukee 
has issued its first annual statement, which places the company’s assets at 
$48,800 and liabilities at $114, while it has paid for losses to date, $9598. 


—Two boys, Herman Kalbaum and Herman Fountain, were sentenced 
at Newark, N. J., last Saturday to eighteen months each in the peniten- 
tiary for setting fire to the workshop of the City Home, of which they 
were inmates. 

—A loss of $425,000 was caused by a fire at Milwaukee, Wis., on Tues- 
day week. By falling walls two firemen, Herman Lechner and John W. 
Hummell, were killed and two others, Jake Dahl and Peter Vaughan, 
badly injured. 

—-The members of the Indianapolis (Ind.) Fire Department claim that 
the streets, which have been and are being crossed by the trenches of the 
natural gas companies, are left in such a condition that, should an 
attempt be made to cross them, it would be almost worth the life of every 
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man on the apparatus, In many places'they are compelled to run four 
and five squares out of their way in order to find a street where they can 
safely cross. 

—The March meeting of the Life Insurance Association of New York 
was held at the Union Square Hotel on Tuesday evening. The attend- 
ance was large, and the after-dinner speeches rather unusually interest- 
ing. 

—The regular monthly meeting of the Boston Life Underwriters Asso- 
ciation was held at Young’s Hotel on Tuesday of last week. The attend- 
ance was large. The Bank Presidents Association of Boston were 
present as guests. 

—W. F. Coffee, Jr., who is known asa writer on subjects pertaining to 
the fire and water service of cities, has started a paper called The Long 
Island City News, published at Long Island City. We wish him success 
in his undertaking. 

—Charles Richardson, for many years connected with the Farmers of 
Dayton, will become secretary of the company April 1, succeeding H. 
W. Williams, who will join the forces of the Western department of the 
Phoenix of London. 

—-The Firemens of Baltimore has carried out the intention which was 
decided upon last fall of making a change in its New York agency. The 
future of its New York business is not definitely announced, but it is re- 
ported that it will be placed with the Alliance. 

—At the burning of the Methodist University at Mitchell, Dak., on 
March 9, ten of the inmates were injured, some fatally, by jumping from 
the windows. One of the professors escaped by lowering himself from 
the roof by aclothes line. The fire was caused by the spontaneous com- 
bustion of oily rags in the oil room. 

—The fire losses in Boston during the year 1887 were $675,076, on 
which $526,869 insurance was paid, showing a decrease from the figures 
of 1886 of $190,684 in losses and $78,905 in insurance paid. The pre- 
mium receipts of the companies on Boston business in 1887 were 
$2,440,006, an increase of $208,967 over those of 1886. 

—A dispatch from Crawfordsville, Ind., says: The fire department and 
the city council have been at outs for some time. The department is a 
volunteer organization, and at a meeting last night the older of the two 
companies, including the hook and ladder men, disbanded, They gave 
the council two months in which to make other arrangements. _ 

—The Buffalo Business Men’s Association last week passed resolu. 
tions protesting against the general advance in insurance rates, and ex- 
pressing the belief that ‘‘if the underwriters should discriminate more 
sharply between good and bad risks, thereby encouraging the construc- 
tion of substantial buildings, a general advance would not be necessary.” 

—The five-story iron building Nos. 313 to 315 Arch street, Philadel- 
phia, occupied by Sutter, Lewin & Co., Wm. Ayres & Sons and other man- 
ufacturing firms, was burned onthe night of March 15. The City Hotel 
and St. Elmo Hotel, adjoining on either side, were damaged. The total 
losses are put at about $300,000, About 500 persons were thrown out of 
employment. 

—The New Hampshire Fire Underwriters Association’s newly-elected 
officers are: President, S. Be Stearns of Manchester; vice-president, 
S. C. Eastman; secretary, R. P. Staniels; treasurer, Lyman Jackman ; 
executive committee, A. F. Howard of Portsmouth, W. H. Berry of 
Manchester, A. W. Baker of Lebanon, W. H. Elliott of Keene, R. P. 
Staniels of Concord. 

—H.N. Williams, secretary of the Firemens Insurance Company of 
Dayton, O., has resigned his position with that company, to take effect 
April 1. Charles Richardson, who for the past five years has served the 
Firemens as special agent and adjuster, will fill the position vacated by 
Mr. Williams, who re-enters the Western department of the Phoenix As- 
surance Company of London at Chicago, 

—The Pittsburgh Life Underwriters Association has elected officers as 
follows: President, Henry C. Ayres of the Northwestern Mutual Com- 
pany ; first vice-president, W. C. Lyon of the National of Vermont ; 
second vice-president, James C, McKown of the Manhattan of New York; 
secretary, William M. Datesman of the New England Mutual of Boston, 
and treasurer, I. F. Harris of the Washington Life. 

—President J. A. Chalaron of the Hope Insurance Company of New 
Orleans has just cause for annoyance. A few wekks ago THE SPECTATOR 
reprinted a paragraph which it found going the rounds of its exchanges to 
the effect that Mr. Beer, recently elected president of the Hope, had re- 
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signed, and been succeeded by J. A. Chalaron, ‘‘long secretary of the 
company.” Asa matter of fact, Mr. Chalaron has been president of the 
company for years. At the last election Mr. Beer was chosen to fill the 
position, but at once resigned, and Mr, Chalaron was then unanimously 
re-elected. The position of secretary is now and has long been filled by 
Louis Barnett. 


—Mervin Tabor, well known in insurance circles throughout the 
country, died at Chicago last Thursday, at the age of sixty-one. He was 
long special agent of the Mutual Life of New York, and later on agent at 
San Francisco of the Globe Mutual Life, afterwards filling for several years 
the position of actuary of the Illinois Insurance Department. He was the 
author of the work ‘‘ Three Systems of Life Insurance.” 


~-The Fidelity and Casualty has come out ahead again. It was sought 
to have the company’s license to operate in Colorado revoked upon the 
ground that it was doing botk plate glass and accident business under 
one charter. The Fidelity and Casualty replied in effect that the Colo. 
rado laws co not provide for plate glass, steamboiler or guarantee busi- 
ness, that the company asked to do only accident business, and had com- 
plied with the law. Superintendent Kingsley agreed and dismissed the 
complaint against it, so the Fidelity and Casualty will continue to operate 
in Colorado. 


—lIn a portion of the copies of The Fire Insurance Pocket Index issued 
by THE SPECTATOR Company, a minus mark inadvertently found its way 
in front of the surplus of the Dwelling House Insurance Company of 
Boston. This was a mistake—the company has a clean surplus of over 
$20,000, and is not impaired, as the minus mark would indicate. The 
Dwelling House is an active, pushing and prosperous company, trust- 
worthy in every respect and fully entitled to public confidence. The 
error appeared in a portion of the edition of The Pocket Index, but was 
corrected in the remainder. 


—The American Workman’s Life Assurance Society is an assessment 
concern that began business in 1887, and has its headquarters in Brook. 
lyn. Judging from its statement to the insurance department, the Amer. 
ican workman is not pining for the kind of insurance it has to offer. It 
reports that it wrote during the year $707,199 of insurance, of which it had 
but $467.093 left at the end of the year, all this having been taken by resi- 
dents of New York State. It claims to have received $7364 from mem- 
bers during the year, to have paid $482 for claims, and for expenses 
$13,755! Of course, this could not be done from the receipts from mem- 
bers, so the promoters of this concern evidently drew upon their own 
pocket-books, for ‘‘ other receipts” is credited with $9085. They claim 
available assets $3221, and report liabilities amounting to $9275—which 
undoubtedly includes the amount advanced by the promoters, But what 
magnificent returns the members are receiving—$482 paid for claims out 
of the $7364 they paid in, while expenses consumed $13.755! Wedo 
not blame the American workman for not wanting that particular kind 
of insurance at that price. As to those who are already in, they will no 
doubt save money by sacrificing what they have paid and getting out as 
quickly as possible. We might comment upon the misleading circulars 
issued by this concern, but the cold figures above given ought to suffice. 
Superintendent Maxwell would do well to overhaul the books of this 
society and ascertain whether or not it is fairly entitled to continue in 
business. 





AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
—J. B. Reed, agent for the Queen at Toronto. 
—H. J. Will, agent for the Continental Fire at Boston. 
—C. W. Holden, agent for the British America at Boston. 
—W. H. Bard, agent tor the Union Central Life at Danville, Ill. 
—Jacob Cate & Co., agents for the Franklin of Philadelphia at Boston. 
—E. P. Pearson, agent for the Connecticut Fire of Hartford at Toronto. 
—A. V. Hugel, manager for the Germania Life of New York at Montreal. 
—R. ‘TI. Dow of Atlanta, Ga., general agent for the Massachusetts Mutual Life. 
—Christian & Wagner, agents for the German of Freeport at Minneapolis, Mion. 


—J. W. Linnell, Jr., agent at Boston for the Westchester Fire, succeeding 
Curtis Clarke. 

—E. A. Booth, C. H. Clarke and V. F. Vanorum, agents for the Employers 
Liability at Boston. 
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